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Dalton Laboratory Plan may help to solve some of the problems of modern 

education by adapting the work of the school to the interests of pupils and 

helping to care for individual differences. 

W. D. Bowman 

American education. — Criticism of our educational system is no new thing. 
We are constantly being confronted by it from some new angle. Some of it 
is valid. Much of it is not. We react to it in various ways, and in our reaction 
to the criticism we determine its value. Education is many-sided, and in 
order to keep it so we should welcome criticism from many diverse sources. 
Yet we are prone to object to criticism from those in authority, even when 
most tactfully and helpfully submitted, on the ground of bias and lack of a 
sufficiently intimate knowledge of the individual problem of school procedure 
criticized. 

One can conceive, then, of a form of criticism coming from a source much 
less well informed, made up principally of opinions, but opinions of men well 
acquainted with educational problems in general, which would be very helpful 
and extremely valuable as representative of an outside point of view, impersonal 
and impartial, giving us an opportunity to see ourselves as others see us. 

Mr. Osburn 1 has gathered together criticisms from a great number of 
English, French, and German educators, covering a period of time from 1853 to 
the present. These he has arranged and grouped under the headings : ' ' American 
Educational Philosophy," "The American School System," "The Teacher," 
"Elementary Education and the Kindergarten," "Secondary Education," 
"Universities and Colleges," and "Education as a Means of Control." In 
each case the author gives a sufficient background so that the reader may under- 
stand the point of view and then gives both favorable and unfavorable criticism 
of the topic. While admitting that some of the criticism is ill founded because 
of lack of understanding of our national and educational ideals on the part 
of the persons making it, he holds that "the central tendencies of two hundred 
such observers are likely to be near the truth." 

The author concludes that "the criticisms which have been quoted have 
emphasized two fundamental principles upon which the American educational 
system rests. The first of these is the belief in the equality of all men"; the 
second, "the belief in the indefinite perfectibility of the individual." The 
study is valuable because of the broad point of view, a quality not always 
inherent in the work of our own American writers. 

Ernst E. Wellemeyer 



City school administration. — The rapidly expanding scope of school activi- 
ties as well as the rapidly increasing enrolment in public schools of both ele- 
mentary and secondary grades require that the city school superintendent be 

1 W. J. Osburn, Foreign Criticism of American Education. Bureau of Education 
Bulletin No. 8, 1921. Washington: Department of the Interior. Pp. 158. 



